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Davout had been fully alive to the situation. When
Platow, on the 5th, had forced the bridge at Bergfried, he had
threatened the connexion between Ney and Davout. The
latter, anticipating the order received on the 6th from the
Emperor, assembled the 1st and 3rd divisions at Allenstein,
and sent the 2nd on to the Passarge above Eamten.*

On the morning of the 7th, he marched his 1st and 3rd
divisions to the left, taking up a position on a small tributary
of the right bank of the Passarge, thus effectually threatening
the left flank and rear of the Eussians in front of Deppen. On
the previous evening, he had sent a despatch to Ney, saying
that, if the enemy continued his movement, he would have
Davout with 40,000 men on his rear. This was a consider-
able exaggeration of numbers for the benefit of Bennigsen.
Davout took care to send the despatch by a route on which
the luckless bearer was certain to be captured, as he actually
was.t

Bennigsen had gone to Guttstadt in the night of the
6th-7th, leaving the Grand Duke in command. His lieu-
tenants, thinking the offensive movement was to continue,
were preparing to march on the Passarge and on Allenstein,
when the commander-in-chief, returning on the evening of
the 7th, ordered a retreat.}

Napoleon, informed of the hesitation of the enemy to
advance against Ney, himself went to Deppen, sending orders
to Victor and Soult to force the passage of the Passarge in
their front.

The Guard and Mortier were ordered to march on Deppen,
as well as the cavalry of Lasalle, Grouchy, and Nansouty.
Espagne's and Saint Sulpice's cavalry to Mohrungen.

* Dawut, p. 192, and Friant's report, dated Lochen, 7th June, 1807, at
p. 352 of the same volume.

t Ibid., p. 193.   He gives his real strength as 28,891, p, 194.

J The Emperor at first found it difficult to believe Bennigsen really meant
a serious offensive. He says it seems impossible that he should do so, after
letting Danzig fall without an attack on the main army (Corr. 12,781, dated
the 5th June).